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Media Release
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Nina Arsenault’s Quest for Beauty – at Any Cost

OTTAWA, June 7, 2011 – Magnetic North Theatre Festival presents Nina Arsenault’s The Silicone Diaries, opening tomorrow!

Written by Nina Arsenault

Directed by Brendan Healy

Venue: Academic Hall – University of Ottawa

Wednesday, June 8 – 7PM

Thursday, June 9 – 8:30PM

Friday, June 10 – 7PM

Saturday, June 11 – 7PM

We all do things to modify our appearance.  Whether it is wearing makeup, tanning, tattoos, hair straightening, piercings or teeth whitening; most of us can be guilty of tweaking something or other once in a while, but what are the limits to our pursuit of beauty?  What happens when the mirror doesn’t reflect how we feel on the inside?  

The Silicone Diaries is Nina Arsenault's tour de force account of her transition from an awkward man into a jaw dropping silicone bombshell, a process that spanned eight years, sixty surgical procedures and a lifetime of preparation.

Blurring the lines between fake and real and playing with the tension between societies presumed desire for authenticity and its demonstrated preference for the artificial, The Silicone Diaries is an “absolutely unforgettable” (EYE WEEKLY) peek into the personal obsessions of those who are driven to transform their bodies. At the same time, it is a frank exploration of the contradictions associated with the quest for beauty.

Arsenault proves an engaging raconteur chronicling everything from Playboy Bunny fantasies to black market injections, a Mexican castration, and a “Crying Game-style” collision with rocker

Tommy Lee.

The Magnetic North Encounters series is also presenting a lecture on the female form, beauty and art. From Ingres to Cindy Sherman, DaVinci to Dali and in works by artists from across the globe and throughout time, representations and images of women in visual art are loaded with meaning. Often they reflect artists’ and society’s aspirations, prejudices and obsessions. So where then, do we place Nina Arsenault and her pursuit of the ideal female form? Queer performance scholar Paul Halferty and Ottawa Art Gallery Curator of the Firestone Collection of Canadian Art and Assistant Curator Catherine Sinclair have some answers. Join us for this engaging lecture on beauty, aesthetics and the use of the female form in art from beginnings of art practice to classic works to The Silicone Diaries. June 10 | 3:30PM-5PM | Free | Lecture Hall, National Gallery of Canada
Frequently called, “Canada’s National Festival of Contemporary Canadian Theatre in English”, Magnetic North Theatre Festival is excited to be home in Ottawa for the 2011 season June 3-11.  Magnetic North Theatre Festival is produced by the Canadian Theatre Festival Society and co-presented by the National Arts Centre English Theatre. 

For more information about Magnetic North, visit www.magneticnorthfestival.ca, call 613-947-7000 ext 719 or visit our office at the National Arts Centre in downtown Ottawa.  Festival passes and tickets are now on sale through the National Arts Centre box office at 53 Elgin Street or at 613-755-1111, through Ticketmaster at 1-888-991-2787, or online at www.magneticnorthfestival.ca. 
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