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Media Release
For immediate release

Magnetic North attracts Artistic Director from west coast

OTTAWA June 3, 2011 – As we get set to open the 2011 instalment of the Magnetic North Theatre Festival in Ottawa, the Board of Directors and staff of the festival are delighted to take this opportunity to introduce you to our new Artistic Director. After an exhaustive, cross-country search, and a very high volume of applications from some of the national theatre community’s best and brightest, we are thrilled to announce that Vancouver’s Brenda Leadlay will take the helm as Artistic Director of the Festival as of October 2011.

Brenda’s involvement in theatre over the last 30 years has been as an actor, co-creator, director, dramaturge, movement teacher and producer.  She is currently the Artistic Director of Presentation House Theatre in North Vancouver and was previously the Artistic Director of the Norman Rothstein Theatre where she founded the Chutzpah Festival.  Brenda also served as the Artistic Director of Tamahnous Theatre from 1993 to 1996 and has been nominated three times for Jessie Richardson awards for her work as a director and co-creator.  

 “I am ecstatic and grateful for the opportunity before me as the new AD of the Magnetic North Theatre Festival.  I look forward to working with all the incredible artists that serve Canadians the best theatre in this country.  I promise to be a champion of the artists of Canada at every turn.  I especially look forward to working with the dedicated staff, board and National Resource Council at MNTF, particularly Executive Director Ann Connors who has given so much of herself to make the festival a success.  I also want to acknowledge the visionaries who founded and championed this fine festival – Mary Vingoe, Marti Maraden and Ken Cameron.  I promise to build on the strong foundation you have laid, creating new opportunities for artists, new experiences for audiences, and new connections across the country.”  - Brenda Leadlay.
The Magnetic North Theatre Festival is Canada’s national festival of English theatre. It is an annual event which showcases some of the very best in new Canadian theatre from coast to coast to coast. Established in 2002, the Magnetic North Theatre Festival alternates between Ottawa and a different Canadian city each year.  In addition to its mainstage performances, the festival is a forum for Canadian theatre professionals to market their work to national and international presenters and touring venues. Under the guidance of previous Artistic Directors Mary Vingoe and Ken Cameron, the festival has travelled to Edmonton, St. John’s, Vancouver and Kitchener-Waterloo. Brenda will guide the festival as it travels to Calgary in 2012.

“The search for an artistic director for the Magnetic North Theatre Festival was an awe-inspiring experience.  Over forty creative, imaginative and successful people applied for the position.  This was not a case of just looking for someone who could do the job.  It was an opportunity to find the best match for the festival from an outstanding pool of talent.  We are confident that we have found that match in Brenda, and look forward with excitement and delight to working with her on Magnetic North Calgary 2012 and beyond.” - Al Cushing, Chair of the Board of Directors for Magnetic North Theatre Festival

Frequently called, “Canada’s National Festival of Contemporary Canadian Theatre in English”, Magnetic North Theatre Festival is excited to be coming home to Ottawa for the 2011 season June 3-11.  Magnetic North Theatre Festival is produced by the Canadian Theatre Festival Society and co-presented by the National Arts Centre English Theatre. 

For more information about Magnetic North, visit www.magneticnorthfestival.ca, call 613-947-7000 ext 719 or visit our office at the National Arts Centre in downtown Ottawa.  Festival passes and tickets are now on sale through the National Arts Centre box office at 53 Elgin Street or at 613-755-1111, through Ticketmaster at 1-888-991-2787, or online at www.magneticnorthfestival.ca. 
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Contact for photos and interviews:

Amber McKegney, Marketing and Communications Director

amber@magneticnorthfestival.ca
Tel: 613-947-7000 ext. 830
Cell: 613-203-8862
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