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Verbatim theatre explores fate and destiny

OTTAWA, June 8, 2011 – Magnetic North Theatre Festival presents The Chops, KISMET one to one hundred, opening tomorrow!

Created by Emelia Symington Fedy, Daryl King, Anita Rochon and Hazel Venzon

Directed by Anita Rochon

Thursday, June 9 – 2PM & 6:30PM

Friday, June 10 – 9PM

Saturday, June 11– 2PM & 7PM
Arts Court Theatre
Get a glimpse into one hundred lives in one hundred places as The Chop Theatre asks “How do you live being a creature of will in a world of chance?” KISMET one to one hundred is a multi-media performance that explores our relationship with fate and destiny. 
In the spring of 2009, four artists in their late 20’s and early 30’s set out across Canada to interview one hundred people, ages 1 to 100 about their experiences and beliefs around kismet - fate and destiny. The personal stories they discovered on the road are the centre of this intimate gem that blends verbatim interviews with the experience of the travelers. This “Hilarious, moving, and always generous.” (The Georgia Straight) show is made with transcripts, photos, video and audio excerpts. 

The Chop Theatre is a young, Vancouver-based company who makes skilled, careful use of both recording technology and the words of ordinary people to create exquisite portraits of the many worlds we inhabit. They are known for their innovative approach to works that explore an intimate, live and direct connection with the audience. Sometimes irreverent and often funny, their plays showcase strong character work, elegant staging and an evolving investigation into the performer/audience relationship.
Director Anita Rochon is the recipient of the 2010 Siminovitch Protégé Prize for Directing. 

Join Magnetic Encounters as The Chop Theatre teaches the art of being yourself onstage. Using interviews and story-telling in large and small groups, participants will learn how to make simple, honest contact with the audience, as well as simple techniques that help shape personal stories into performance. Limited places are available, please contact encounters@magneticnorthfestival.ca to reserve.  This workshop takes place at the Arts Court Theatre Lobby on June 10 at 1PM.

Frequently called, “Canada’s National Festival of Contemporary Canadian Theatre in English”, Magnetic North Theatre Festival is excited to be home in Ottawa for the 2011 season June 3-11.  Magnetic North Theatre Festival is produced by the Canadian Theatre Festival Society and co-presented by the National Arts Centre English Theatre. 

Media Call: Thursday, June 9 at 11AM – Arts Court Theatre

For more information about Magnetic North, visit www.magneticnorthfestival.ca, call 613-947-7000 ext 719 or visit our office at the National Arts Centre in downtown Ottawa.  Festival passes and tickets are now on sale through the National Arts Centre box office at 53 Elgin Street or at 613-755-1111, through Ticketmaster at 1-888-991-2787, or online at www.magneticnorthfestival.ca. 
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Contact for photos and interviews:

Christine Séguin, Marketing Coordinator

marketing@magneticnorthfestival.ca
work: 613-947-7000 ext: 875           Cell: 613-600-4931
Amber McKegney, Marketing and Communications Director

amber@magneticnorthfestival.ca
Cell: 613-203-8862
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