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For Immediate Release

Ottawa, May 25 2011 – Magnetic North Theatre festival is proud to present 5 Easy Steps (to the end of the world) from Halifax’s Zuppa Theatre Company.

Written and Co-Created by Zuppa Theatre Company
Directed by Alex McLean with Ann-Marie Kerr
Venue: Arts Court Theatre
Saturday, June 4: 9PM

Sunday, June 5: 2PM & 9PM

Monday, June 6: 2PM & 7PM

It is the night of the end of the world, and three friends isolate themselves in the cluttered basement of a pawnshop. Determined to go out with a bang, they conjure an evening that is both a dance party and a painful meditation on the past, future and the ever-elusive present.

Zuppa Theatre is one of Atlantic Canada’s most exciting theatre companies. Hailing from Halifax they have forged a collaborative process that thrives upon the play between imagined and real. Mixing disciplines and styles, Five Easy Steps features explosive choreography by Verve Mwendo Dance and an extraordinary score by two members of Halifax’s The Heavy Blinkers. The show had its acclaimed world premiere in Cardiff. Wales, and was developed at the 2009 Cooking Fire Theatre Festival in Toronto and the 2009 Queer Acts Theatre Festival in Halifax.

"Zuppa Theatre offers a tiny glittering gem of a play... a mystery of moments and music"

- Kate Watson, The Coast

Also, during our Magnetic Encounters series, get to know the Zuppa gang better by joining the Zuppa Theatre Co. Pit Band, as they play a concert of original anthems, power ballads and lullabies about the end of the world. Want to be a guest star? Throughout the night, you are invited to join Zuppa onstage to sing karaoke versions of your favourite apocalyptic melodies.  This special event takes place June 7 at 10PM at the Festival Bar @ Club SAW.

The Magnetic North Theatre Festival is Canada’s national festival of English theatre. It is an annual two-week event, which showcases the very best in new Canadian theatre and from coast to coast to coast. Established in 2002, the Magnetic North Theatre Festival alternates between Ottawa and a different Canadian city each year.  In addition to its mainstage performances, the festival is a forum for Canadian theatre professionals to market their work to national and international presenters and touring venues. Its Encounters Program also provides audiences up-close, interactive contact with festival artists and less formal, more innovative performance experiences.  To date, the festival has travelled to Edmonton, St. John’s, Vancouver and Kitchener-Waterloo. It will travel to Calgary in 2012.

Tickets and passes are on sale now online, through the NAC box office, ticketmaster.ca or by phoning 613-755-1111. Visit www.magneticnorthfestival.ca for more festival highlights.  The Magnetic North Theatre Festival is produced by the Canadian Theatre Festival Society and co-presented by the National Arts Centre English Theatre.

Media Call: Saturday, June 4 at 2:30PM at Arts Court Theatre

Contact for photos, interviews and media tickets:

Christine Séguin, Marketing Coordinator

marketing@magneticnorthfestival.ca
Tel: 613-947-7000 ext. 875
Cell: 613-600-4931

Twitter: www.twitter.com/MNTF

