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Music at Magnetic North Theatre Festival

May 13, 2011 – Magnetic North Theatre Festival to feature Canadian Independent musical artists Alexis O’Hara and David Christensen and Jason MacIsaac of The Heavy Blinkers
Magnetic North Theatre Festival’s Encounters programme will feature iconoclast Montreal artist Alexis O’Hara performing her piece In the Heat of LaNuit. Alexis will appear as herself and as her alter ego Guizo LaNuit, a lothario with a sensitive soul.  In the Heat of LaNuit features multi-lingual medleys, split personality rants, gender artifice, live sampling, synths and drum machines in a song cycle of obscure cover and original songs from her new album, Ellipsis.   Niece of underground Canadian music legend Mary Margaret O'Hara and film and TV comedian Catherine O'Hara, Alexis combines a razor-sharp wit with stunning sound compositions. After wowing local audiences at the Ottawa Bluesfest in 2008, Alexis performs at the festival June 8 at 10PM at the Festival Bar @ Club SAW.  Tickets are $10 at the door.

Also be sure to catch one of our exciting mainstage plays, 5 Easy Steps (to the end of the world)!

Created and performed by Halifax’s Zuppa Theatre Co, 5 Easy Steps features music composed and performed by Zuppa’s co-composers David Christensen and  Jason MacIsaac of the Halifax-based group, The Heavy Blinkers.  Known for their collaborations with songwriter Jenn Grant, The Heavy Blinkers’ sweet and melancholy orchestral-pop songs act as the perfect backdrop to a dance party celebrating the end of the world.  The soundtrack is woven throughout the play; at times it supports the action, at others it becomes the focus. The music is recorded and accompanied by live singing by the actors onstage. The composers have previously won a Merritt Award for Best Original Sound Design/Score in 2008 for Zuppa Theatre Co.’s Penny Dreadful, and nominations for the same award in 2004 for Radium City and in 2009 for Poor Boy.  5 Easy Steps (to the end of the world) will be performed at Arts Court from June 4-6 as part of Magnetic North Theatre Festival.  Tickets for the performance are $40. 

The Magnetic North Theatre Festival is Canada’s national festival of contemporary English theatre. It is an annual two-week event, which showcases the very best in new Canadian theatre from coast to coast to coast. Established in 2002, the Magnetic North Theatre Festival alternates between Ottawa and a different Canadian city each year.  In addition to its mainstage performances, the festival is a forum for Canadian theatre professionals to market their work to national and international presenters and touring venues. To date, the festival has travelled to Edmonton, St. John’s, Vancouver and Kitchener-Waterloo. It will travel to Calgary in 2012.

Tickets and passes are on sale now online, through the NAC box office, ticketmaster.ca or by phoning 613-755-1111. Visit www.magneticnorthfestival.ca for more festival highlights.  The Magnetic North Theatre Festival is produced by the Canadian Theatre Festival Society and co-presented by the National Arts Centre English Theatre.
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Contact for photos, interviews and media tickets:

Christine Séguin, Marketing Coordinator

marketing@magneticnorthfestival.ca

Tel: 613-947-7000 ext. 875
Cell: 613-600-4931

Twitter: www.twitter.com/MNTF
